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Traditional economics regards fortune as the only variable of utility function, 
which has been critiqued by new historical school and institutional economic school. 
In 1974, R.Easterlin discovered the happiness-income puzzle, that is, whether 
horizontal or vertical contrast, the relativity between happiness and income is not 
strong. Under the background, we focus on the deduction of the concept “utility” in 
economics and analyze the rationality and limitation of “economical man” and the 
research object and direction of economics. 
On research methods, firstly, we try to have interdisciplinary research; secondly, 
we summarize laws by tracing the subject development history.  
On the content, the innovation spots maybe include： 
1. We trace and summarize the materialization and anti-materialization of the 
concept “utility” in economics, summarize the three ways to compromise 
contradiction to maintain the paradigm of “economic man”. The way to deal with the 
problem is distinguishing different research fields and then abstracting 
correspondingly to get scientific utility function and humanity hypothesis. 
2. This paper concludes that it is inevitable and feasible for the materialization of 
utility when economy is underdeveloped. But with the development of practice, 
hierarchy of needs rises accordingly. Also, science progress day by day, some 
hypotheses are reduced to approach reality. Under this context, expanding the 
connotation of utility to subjective happiness is both positive and normative.  
3. We points that hypothesis of generalized utility faces the difficulty of defining 
research boundary. One way to solve the problem is to measure subjective utility. We 
prove that subject utility is objective, theory of cardinal utility is irreplaceable in some 
fields, and the derivation of demand curve under theory of cardinal utility and theory 
of ordinal utility is the same. The newly developed neuro-economics finds measuring 
subject utility has certain nerve foundation. So it is feasible theoretically and worth 
expecting to measure subjective utility. 
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第一章  导  言 
第一节 研究背景与主题和研究方法 
一、研究背景与主题 
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